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MEANS AND EXTREMES FOR PERIOD 1939 - 1968
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(a) Average length of record, years.
T Trace, an amount too small to measure.

** Base 65°F

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years,

* Less than one half,

THE CLIMATE OF BRADY, TEXAS

Located near the geographical center of the State, in the popular
Texas {lill Country, Brady is the county seat of McCulloch County,
and a wool market for the surrounding ranch country. Industries
include peanmut processing and sand processing plants, A hospital
and nursing home are located here also. Two thousand-acre Brady
Reservoir on Brady Creek affords a variety of water sports activi-
ties, Lakeside facilities include boat ramps, docking and service
facilities, resorts, camps, and vacation or retirement homes,.
Fishing is a year round sport. The reservoir is located about
three miles west of Brady. McCulloch County is hilly and rolling,
drained by the Colorado and San Saba Rivers, and by Brady Creek.
Elevations range from 1,300 to 2,000 feet above sea level., Agri-
cultural production includes grains, cotton, peanuts, sheep, goats,
and cattle. Besides agribusinesses, hunting and tourism are im-
portant.

The climate of Brady is subtropical with dry winters and hot humid
summers. Mean total precipitation is 23.27 inches annually. Peak
rainfall periods occur in late spring and early fall, while winter
and mid-summer are relatively dry periods. In an average year,
approximately 72 percent of the rainfall occurs during the warm
season, April through October, Most precipitation falls in the
form of thundershowers that show considerable variation both in
the amount of water received and in the areas covered, Warm, dry
weather predominates, although changes may be rapid during the cool
season, Prevailing winds have a southerly component during all
months, The prevailing wind direction is south-southeasterly,
April through September. The area receives approximately 65 per-
cent of the total possible sunshine amnually, while mean annual
i-'-a evaporation is 65 inches., The mean annual relative humidity

7 percent at 6:00 a.m., 51 percent at noon, and 45 percent at
t.wd pem,, Central Standard Time. In the relatively dry climate
of Brady, evaporative-type home air conditioners are effective for
cooling approximately 90 percent of the time during the warmest
months, July and August.

Winter temperatures are mild. Only about two days during the
season does the maximum temperature fail to exceed 32°F. A minima
of 32°F or below occurs on about two out of three nights. Rapid
drops in temperature occur when Polar Canadian air masses plunge
southward across Texas, but periods of very cold weather rarely
last longer than 48 to 72 hours. Short periods of warm sunny
weather often qccur in Januvary and February. Winter is a relatively
dry season at Brady. Precipitation most often falls as light rain;
but freezing rain, sleet, or snow may occur also, Snowfall in the
area is almost negligible. A few exceptionally heavy snowfalls
bias the long term arithmetic mean so that this statistic 1s a poor
estimate of expected snowfall.

Spring is a season of many weather changes; however, temperatures
are quite mild. March is a relatively dry month, but thundershowers
increase in April and occur with greatest frequency in May. On
rare occasions a late spring or early summer thunderstorm may be
accompanied by damaging winds or hail, March and April are the
windiest months of the year.

Summer daytime temperatures are hot. Maxima of 90°F or above occur
almost every day, and temperatures of 100°F are not uncommon, July
and August are relatively dry, with little variation in the day-
to-day sequence of the weather,

Fall is a delightful season at Brady. Temperatures are moderate,
and frequent changes add greater vareity to the weather than is
the case 1in summer., Precipitation increases significantly in
September, then decreases as the fall season progresses.

The warm season (freeze free period) averages 226 days at Brady.
The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F or below in the
spring and the first occurrence of 32°F or below in the fall are
March 31 and November 12, respectively. Thunderstorms occur on 36
days during an average year,
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